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Senior year checklist

SUMMER
WHAT TO DO:  Make your summer count. It can 
be a real growth and planning opportunity, and 
it can help focus the planning you’ll need to do 
your senior year. 

HOW TO DO IT:  Pursue a summer job that matches 
your career interests, and earn and save for college. 
Or look for volunteer or job-shadowing opportunities 
so you can see your dream career up close or explore 
ideas of what you might want to do.

AUGUST
WHAT TO DO:  Compare the colleges on your list. 
Have you weighed pros and cons carefully? Which 
colleges meet your needs?

HOW TO DO IT:  Continue visiting colleges and 
college websites. Organize your college choices 
into a detailed pro/con list. Pay special attention 
to colleges with the longest “pro” list.

SEPTEMBER
WHAT TO DO:  Apply for admission to your top-
choice colleges. Do you have all the necessary 
forms? Be sure to check application deadlines, 
and put them on your calendar.

HOW TO DO IT: Obtain application forms. Observe 
deadlines. Submit transcripts and test scores 
(and retest, if necessary, to get your best possible 
score).

OCTOBER-FEBRUARY
WHAT TO DO:  Apply for financial aid. Have you 
investigated all possible sources of aid? When 
should you apply?

HOW TO DO IT:  Talk to your counselor or your top 
colleges’ financial aid offices. Get all the financial 
aid application forms and watch for deadlines. 
Complete the FAFSA as soon as possible after 
October 1.

FEBRUARY-MAY
WHAT TO DO:  Make your final decisions. What 
additional preparation would be helpful? Should 
you consider summer school? Do you feel 
comfortable with your final choice? 

HOW TO DO IT:  Check with parents, counselors, 
and mentors and ask them to help confirm your 
decision. Then contact your chosen college to 
confirm and decline other admission offers. Take 
control of your future!

MAY-JUNE
CONGRATS, GRADUATE!


